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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the structural crisis in Libya after 2011 through a multi-level
Structural-Constructivist approach that integrates political, economic, and cultural dimensions.
The research argues that the Libyan crisis is not merely a temporary political conflict but a
deep-rooted structural dysfunction  whose origins lie in the weak institutional and cultural
foundations of the modern Libyan state since independence. The post-2011 conflict has, in turn,

reproduced and intensified these structural failures.

The theoretical framework draws upon Kenneth Waltz’s Neorealism to interpret the collapse
of central authority and structural anarchy: Immanuel Wallerstein’s World-Systems Theory to
explain Libya’s economic dependency on the global capitalist system; and Alexander Wendt’s
Social Constructivism to examine the transformation of identity, values, and collective
consciousness. It also incorporates Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of symbolic violence and
cultural capital as well as Antonio Gramsci’s notion of cultural hegemony, to analyze how
media and education have shaped social perceptions and legitimized political fragmentation.
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Findings reveal that Libya’s post-2011 turmoil represents a  dialectical interaction between
institutional collapse and cultural disintegration, where structural weakness perpetuates
distorted social consciousness, and this weakened consciousness in turn reproduces institutional
failure.

The study concludes that the reconstruction of the Libyan state requires a cultural reform
parallel to institutional rebuilding, grounded in civic values, respect for law, and rational public
discourse as prerequisites for sustainable political and social stability.

Keywords:
Structural crisis — Libya — Neorealism — World-Systems Theory — Social Constructivism —
Symbolic violence — Cultural hegemony — Fragile state.
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